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Museums Association Briefing – Comprehensive Spending Review 2021
Background
This Comprehensive Spending Review takes place at a moment of recovery from the Covid crisis. Museums have been impacted by this crisis along with the rest of the economy – forced to close, furlough staff and find new ways of engaging audiences with collections. 
The Museums Association (MA) is grateful for the many steps that governments across the UK have taken to support the sector in the past 18 months, including the provision of emergency funding and suppport via business rates relief, the Culture Recovery Fund and the furlough scheme. The majority of museums have utilised the furlough scheme and other emergency measures during the crisis. Despite these measures, museums and heritage organisations have had to make drastic cuts to their workforce – over 4,000 people have been made redundant since the beginning of the Covid crisis, according to the MA’s latest data. 
We believe that there is a serious risk that emergency investment to date could be undermined if the UK government withdraws financial support abruptly. Despite many museums having reopened to the public, their ability to recover from the crisis is dependent on numerous additional factors: confidence of domestic visitors; the return of international visitors to the UK; and the financial position of parent organisations such as local authorities, universities and charitable bodies. Current data suggests that visits to town and city centre institutions are still far below normal expectations because of ongoing public concern about using public transport and the continuing loss of inbound international tourism. 
This CSR also takes place after a decade of austerity measures in the UK which have sharply reduced the resources available to museums of all types – particularly local authority museums and former local authority museums. These are organisations that are embedded in local communities and contribute much to government’s wider ambitions on covid recovery, levelling up, apprenticeships, education, health and wellbeing and creating thriving high streets and town centres. This CSR must take a long-term view that enables museums to develop this work further, supporting core functions as well as ad-hoc project work. The MA will shortly publish further research into declining local authority investment in museums. 
Our CSR 2021 Recommendations
Covid Recovery 
· The Culture Recovery Fund should be continued with a new funding round to cover the challenges faced by organisations in winter 2021-22, with specific targeting towards those that are unable to build audience numbers to pre-pandemic levels due to ongoing restrictions. This would also result in increased funding to devolved governments. 
· We urge the government to maintain Furlough for some sectors, including the culture sector, until at least the end of 2021. 
Long-Term Investment
· We urge the government to work with funders and local authorities across the UK to arrest the decade long decline in local authority spending on museums, and to ensure that museums are able to provide core services on a long-term basis, including maintaining community engagement, collections care and management, and outreach and learning programmes. Increasing the value of the NPO scheme would be one way to achieve this. This would also benefit many university museums that participate in the scheme. 

· It is vital that the government continues and increases the MEND Fund which supports museums in England to maintain their buildings and estates. The first tranche of this fund has been very heavily oversubscribed, demonstrating the huge need amongst museums for basic maintenance of their buildings, which are often in historic and listed buildings. We believe that the government should increase the ambition of this fund to at least £40m per year. 

· The Museums and Galleries Exhibition Tax Relief (MGETR) has been in place since 2017 and has been a vital support for the sector, enabling museums to claim tax relief on costs associated with putting on exhibitions. It is worth up to £30m per year to the museums sector. The current relief is designed with a sunset clause which means the relief will expire in 2022 – we believe it is urgent that the government should act to retain this tax relief and make it permanent. 
· We are calling for Business Rates reform which would remove museums from the system of Business Rates in England. Multiple museums are currently engaged in lengthy and expensive disputes with the Valuation Office regarding their rateable value. This stems from the fact that museums do not fit into any standard method for calculating rateable value. Huge amounts of resource have been wasted on legal cases to ascertain rateable values for individual museum sites, and these have largely resulted in very low values or nil-rating of museum properties. In light of the public benefit that they provide, we believe that there is a strong case for removing museums entirely from the business rates system. 
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